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ustomed designed 
by James and Derek 
Collins of Collins 
W Collins Building 
Designers, interior 
design by Michelle 

Burton of Designing Divas and custom built 
by Brandon Calder Homes. This home boasts 
unimpeded views of the Port Macquarie skyline 
and the adjacent waterway of the Hastings River. It is  an 
excellent example of spacious, open-plan modern living.

A skillion roofl ine adds interest to the exterior and 
extra height internally. The facade is a blend of surfaces 
with eye-catching textures and colours including white 
Alucobond metal cladding (installed by Ben Sprague of 
Coastal Commercial Linings), James Hardie wall cladding, 
Wallaby Colorbond roofi ng (from Steeline), aluminium framed 
windows and door framework (from Mid Coast Windows) in 

varied styles, plus glass and aluminium 
balustrade on the front balcony (from 
Muras Steel).

Cotswold dry wall cladding (from 
Tiles With Style / Your Color Tile Store)  

encases the stairway to the 2nd level 
and replicates a traditional dry stack stone 

wall creating an organic textural eye-catching 
feature. An exposed aggregate drive (laid by Luke 

Seears Concreting), leads into the property from the 
roadside through an automated gate and security system. 

Flourish Garden Management have excelled themselves 
creating a tropical low-maintenance oasis for the owner. The 
fully landscaped gardens are water hardy, perfect for the local 
environment. The driveway ends at a  double garage which 
also has a personal access door for private access. This superb 
residence, over three levels, takes full advantage of its foot 
print and is a standout in its surrounds.

A N O T H E R  M A G N I F I C E N T 
WA T E R F R O N T  P R O P E R T Y  B U I L T 
T O  P R E C I S I O N  B Y  B R A N D O N 
C A L D E R  H O M E S  I S  A P R I L ’ S 
G R E A T E R  P O R T  M A C Q U A R I E 
F O C U S  H O M E  O F  T H E  M O N T H . 
C H R I S S Y  J O N E S  H A D  T H E 
P L E A S U R E  O F  V I E W I N G  T H E 
E X E C U T I V E  R E S I D E N C E  W H I C H 
S T A N D S  P R O U D L Y  O N  T H E 
B A N K S  O F  T H E  H A S T I N G S  R I V E R 
A L O N G  N O R T H  S H O R E  D R I V E .

H O M E S

ustomed designed 
by James and Derek 
Collins of Collins 

focusabode.

“This home boasts 

unimpeded views 

of the Port Macquarie 

skyline and the 

adjacent waterway of 

the Hastings River. It is  

an excellent example 

of spacious, open-plan 

modern living.”
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GROUND LEVEL
Comprising a double garage, laundry, WC and 

rear outdoor entertaining area, the ground level 
will potentially be one of the most frequented 
parts of the home. Providing the fi rst point 
of entry for the owners via the garage, it has 
convenient internal access for quick storage of 
the shopping via a rich timber staircase 
that leads directly to the living and 
kitchen areas of the fi rst level.

The garage has an automatic 
panel lift door at either end 
allowing for easy through 
access to the rear of the 
property. An outdoor 
entertaining area by the 
riverside includes a fi re pit 
with porcelain tile surround 
and seating, private beach and 
boat ramp. There is plenty of 
under house storage including space 
for the eco-friendly rainwater tanks, 
garden equipment and ‘boys toys’.
LEVEL ONE

Encased on one side by Cotswold dry wall 
cladding, a Blackbutt timber stairway ascends to 
the front tiled, glass balustraded balcony. A one-
of-a-kind 2.4m high timber patterned entrance 
door, with stainless steel handrail and curved 
glass panels, sets the scene for something truly 
special.

Upon entry the visitor is greeted with a feeling 
of total opulence. The high raked ceiling line 

of the open plan lounge, dining and adjoining 
outdoor entertaining area and front balcony 
combines brilliantly to create a spacious, relaxing 
living area. Blackbutt hardwood timber fl ooring 
(installed by Clinton Jordan Timber Floors) is 
underfoot throughout the living areas and the 
hallway that leads you through the home. The 

ingeniously designed modern kitchen 
has been positioned alongside 

the living and outdoor 
entertaining areas.The 

kitchen is its own special 
part of the home, but is 
very much a central hub 
and meeting point. A 
place to not only cook 
and eat good food, but a 

place to relax with family 
and friends and take in the 

relaxed atmosphere that has 
been created by the surrounds.

THE KITCHEN
Meticulously designed by award-

winning interior designer Michelle Burton of 
Designing Divas and purpose built by Designer 
Living Kitchens, the kitchen ticks all the boxes. 
Black Galaxy Granite and Quantum Quartz 
bench-tops, the latest appliances, plus loads of 
storage options including a Butler’s pantry, help 
to make cooking a breeze. The kitchen also has 
an ideally placed corner computer station.

Dividing the kitchen from the dining/living area 
an island bench doubles as a food preparation 

focusabode.

“Black Galaxy 

Granite and 

Quantum Quartz 

bench-tops, the latest 

appliances, plus loads 

of storage options 

including a Butler’s 

pantry, help to make 

cooking a breeze.”

H O M E S
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station and can also be used as a breakfast 
bar or servery when guests arrive. The Black 
Galaxy granite bench-top of the island has 
a double stainless steel sink with a Reece 
Teknobili sink mixer and an integrated 
stainless steel dishwasher with drawers 
on one side and cabinets on the other. A 
petrifi ed timber-look raised tiled surround 
(Babylon Hazelnut colour) conceals the island 
on one end and adds both colour and textural 
points of difference. This tile has been used 
not only in the kitchen but throughout the 
home in the wet areas, setting the theme of 
the home - a relaxed waterside escape.

Top of the range SMEG appliances are 

incorporated into the granite bench-tops on 
the back wall of the kitchen cabinetry. A gas 
oven and cook-top with wok burner and a 
range-hood have been installed. The range-
hood is concealed above the cook-top in an 
overhead lift-up cabinet which runs the entire 
length of the bench-top. This easy lift cabinet 
is a superb addition to the kitchen having all 
cooking condiments conveniently placed and 
readily at hand when preparing meals.

Deep under-bench soft close drawers either 
side of the oven gives plenty of storage for 
cooking utensils and crockery. A strip of LED 
lighting accentuates the petrifi ed timber-look 
tiling that has been used as the splash-back. 

H O M E S

“This tile has 
been used not 

only in the kitchen 

but throughout the 

home in the wet areas, 

setting the theme of 

the home - a relaxed 

waterside escape.”
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A shutter door appliance cupboard neatly 
tucks away the breakfast appliances and 
has a wine rack underneath one end of the 
cabinetry. The purpose built corner computer 
station, with a Quantum Quartz Alpine white 
top, has been placed perfectly the other 
end to take in the relaxing waterway views 
through a corner window. Food prep and 
computer browsing combined in a stressless 
fashion.

To complete the kitchen space, a true 
Butler’s pantry is present alongside the 
main kitchen area. It has all the mod cons 
incorporated including both overhead and 
under-bench laminate cabinetry providing 

plenty of storage 
nooks for cooking 
needs and also houses a 
deep stainless steel sink, 
dishwasher and a fridge. A 
white tiled splash-back adds to 
the clean, crisp feel.

Custom-built corner cabinetry blends 
the kitchen with the dining area. 
Quantum Quartz Alpine White reconstituted 
stone has been used to create a cleverly 
designed cabinet that has shelving on one 
side for cookbooks and drawers for storage 
on the other. Purpose built as a coffee 
station, the corner cabinet has glass wall 

panelling with a white 
shelf incorporated for 

coffee cups. The inclusion 
of downlighting is a stylish 

touch.
THE OUTDOOR ENTERTAINING 

AREA
Simply put, this space is perfect! 

Opening out from the interior living areas 
through a set of four glass sliding stacker 
doors, the tiled alfresco entertaining area can 
be its own private space or can easily combine 
with the interior to be the ideal party locale. 
The outdoor ceiling lines continue from the 
living areas high rake with port hole lighting 

(installed by DP Electrical) and a ceiling fan, all 
adding to the comfort and relaxed ambiance. 
Entertaining has never been easier and more 
comfortable, the alfresco is protected by the 
elements but captures the Hastings riverside 
breezes.

Cotswold dry wall cladding (expertly 
installed by Darren Roach Tiling) features 
prominently in the outdoor entertaining area. 
Surrounding a wood fi replace, it is centrally 
placed on the western wall between James 
Hardie wall panelling with timber rail tops on 
either side. Glass and aluminium balustrade 
(by Muras Steel) encase the rear deck and 
Blackbutt timber stairs that lead to the ground 

H O M E S
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“the tiled alfresco 

entertaining 

area can be its own 

private space or can 

easily combine with the 

interior to be the ideal 

party locale.”
panelling with a white 
shelf incorporated for 

(installed by DP Electrical) and a ceiling fan, all 
adding to the comfort and relaxed ambiance. 
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N o . 3 9  H a r b o u r s i d e

Award: Housing Industry Association (HIA) – Northern 
NSW (partnerned by Coffs Harbour Focus) to interior designer 
Michelle Burton of Designing Divas: Kitchen Design of the Year 
2013. 

“Ann (homeowner) had a vision of her dream kitchen, so my 
most important role was to listen. So, after a few modifi cations 
to the space planning, the design of the dream kitchen evolved,” 
says interior designer, Michelle Burton of Designing Divas. “Right 
from the start, working on this project with Brandon and his team 
was a positive experience. Collectively, the clients, the trades and 
consultants all came together to detail and develop a beautiful 
award-winning, functional kitchen.”

A striking front facade, featuring a stack-stone textured wall, 
angled roof line, fully landscaped gardens and a tiled pathway, 
entrance is through an eye-catching timber framed, aluminium and 
glass door. An angled entry foyer steps up to a tiled hallway that 
leads you through the home.  

The ground fl oor comprises powder room adjacent to a guest 
bedroom with en-suite and access to the centrally located outdoor 
courtyard with relaxing water feature, home offi ce, open plan 
formal lounge with custom-built cabinetry housing the homes 
integrated entertainment system, informal lounge area, and the 
award winning kitchen/dining room all divided externally by the 
home's swimming pool that features a splashless waterfall.

The HIA award-winning kitchen is absolutely stunning. A 
magnifi cent design incorporating many fantastic concepts. From the 
L-shaped island bench with feature lighted recesses that has a drop 
down bench level, to the ingenious and stylish feature wall push 
to open cabinetry that conceals glassware in a handy space, no 
wonder this kitchen is an award winner.
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level outdoor entertaining area. Having its 
very own private beach and boat ramp, plus a 
fi re pit with porcelain tile surround – this is a 
top spot to sit and chill out waterside.
BEDROOMS

Left of the main living area you will fi nd 
three luxurious bedrooms all with plush 
carpeting (from Cullens / Carpet One). 
Bedroom one has its own private balcony, 
en-suite and walk-in robe, soft downlighting, 
ceiling fan and stylish curtain furnishings (by 
Topstitch Curtains & Blinds).  Bedroom 2 has 
opaque glass fronted sliding doors on its 
built-in wardrobe, port hole windows 
placed above a built-in study 
desk that allow in natural 
light, louvre windows for 
ventilation, ceiling fan 
and downlighting. 
Bedroom 3 is a mirror 
image of bedroom 2, 
but is fi tted with an 
ingenious twin set of 
windows with multi-
opening variations and 
its own en-suite.
MEDIA ROOM

Your own cinema at home. 
The media room has been fi tted 
with block out blinds as well as curtains, is 
fully carpeted, has ducted air conditioning 
and Superchek gyprock in the ceiling and 
walls for sound insulation. Custom-built 
cabinetry (designed by Designing Divas, 

custom built by Designer Living Kitchens) 
houses the home cinema’s audio and visual 
equipment. The walls and ceiling are painting 
in a dark colour to complement the carpet. 
Movie nights at home have never been 
better!
MAIN BATHROOM

Centrally located, the main bathroom 
services all bedrooms on level one. Having a 
hinged glass shower screen on the shower/
bath combination (from Port City Glass) and 

a pivot spout, the bathroom is a safe layout 
for children. The bath is encased in timber-
look tiling which continues up the wall 

behind the bath to ceiling height 
and extends across to one side 

of the bath adding a handy 
seating spot; white tiling 

fl oor to ceiling on the 
remaining walls, add a 
crisp contrast. 

A wall mounted 
vanity with a set of 2 
drawers has an oval 

Caroma pearl inset hand 
basin, vertical vanity mirror 

above and a further wall 
shelf placed alongside adding to 

the bench space and storage in the 
bathroom. Curved, stainless steel towel rail, 
600 x 600mm fl oor tiles and WC complete 
this delighful bathroom (bathroom fi xtures 
and fi ttings from Reece, all plumbing by 
Aquajack).

“The bath is 
encased in 

timber-look tiling 

which continues up the 

wall behind the bath 

to ceiling height and 

extends across to one 

side of the bath”
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LEVEL 2
At the end of a crafted timber staircase you 

will fi nd the exquisite Master Bedroom - a 
private, luxurious oasis. A short wall placed 
behind the bed setting divides the room and 
defi nes the separate areas that include lounge 
area, bedroom, custom shelving, adjoining 
walk-through robe room and en-suite.

The black polyurethane custom-shelving has 
a multitude of confi gurations to store items 
away neatly. A tribute to the innovative mind 
of interior designer Michelle Burton (Designing 
Divas and custom built by Designer Living 
Kitchens) is the cabinetry provided in the walk- 
through robe.

Seductive Limba laminate by Laminex has 
been utilised on all cabinet fronts, the wall 
mounted dressing table which has its own 
wall mirror, chest of drawers with a small shelf 
above, a wall cabinet with shelving and wine 
rack incorporated, are placed on one side of 
the robe. On the other side further custom 
cabinetry has been designed in 3 sections; one 
section with a double hanging space that has 
extra height and two sections both with a top 
shelf, short hanging space and a set of drawers 
each. The cabinetry in the robe is designed 
superbly to be organised, very functional and 
to enable an easy walk through to the master 
bedroom’s en-suite.

focusabode.

“The cabinetry 

in the robe is 

designed superbly 

to be organised, very 

functional and to 

enable an easy walk 

through to the master 

bedroom’s en-suite.”
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THE MASTER EN-SUITE
Exquisite in layout, fi ttings and fi xtures – the 

en-suite may be sectioned off for privacy via 
a wooden, cavity sliding door. To the right is 
an elevated bath alcove, having a Clearwater 
Formosa freestanding oval bath perched on 
a Babylon Hazelnut tiled platform, the alcove 
is further enhanced by a fl oor recess, 
two sides decorated with white 
pebbles. White vinyl water 
resistant plantation 
shutters are a wonderful 
addition, adding 
modern elegance 
but also allowing for 
adjustment to give the 
occupant total privacy 
or to enable delightful 
river views when taking 
a bath.

A wall mounted vanity 
with above bench oval DADDO 
quartz Peru hand basin manufactured 
from resin and quartz, is complemented 
beautifully by a single bronze metallic 
texture 3m high x 1m wide tile behind the 
tall vanity mirror. Alongside, a mirror fronted 
shaving cabinet and a low shelf for toweling 
have been added.

The ‘his and hers’ shower recess has 
overhead twin shower roses and separate 
hand held spouts, is glass screened and has 
Babylon Hazelnut fl oor tiling with a smart tile 
drain. The en-suite fl oor and wall tiling are 600 

x 600mm Loft Gent semi polished porcelain 
which add a soothing contrast to the crisp 
white of the ceiling and architraves. A separate 
WC tucked away behind a sliding cavity door 
has a louvre window for ventilation, white 
shutters for privacy and fl oor-to-ceiling tiling.
PRIVATE MASTER BEDROOM LOUNGE

Step down from the bedroom setting 
to the master bedroom’s own 

private lounge seating. Modern 
technology abounds in the 

home and this room is 
no exception having an 
in-roof ceiling recessed 
remote controlled Ultra 
Lift TV unit installed.

 Stunning water views 
are readily available 

through a bank of windows 
on the eastern side of the 

master suite, with block out 
roller blinds installed for privacy, and 

a set of bi-fold glass doors fronting the 
river. The bi-fold doors stack back to a panel 

of louvre windows and open onto a private 
glass and aluminium balustraded tiled balcony. 
A top spot to sit and take in the gentle 
riverside breezes in total comfort.

Overall the home is an exceptional example 
of the eye for detail and excellence in 
construction always presented by Brandon 
Calder and his team of highly qualifi ed 
tradesmen.

“A separate WC 

tucked away 

behind a sliding cavity 

door has a louvre window 

for ventilation, white 

shutters for privacy and 

floor-to-ceiling tiling.”

H O M E S
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FROM THE OWNER
“It was great to be able to do the entire build 

with local people. From designers to suppliers, 
all delivered fi rst class service, brought together 
by a local builder who I believe is as top quality 
as you can get anywhere. The living on the river 
aspect was designed by Collins W Collins and 
brought to life by Brandon Calder.

Without Designing Divas I would just have a 
bland box – Michelle Burton was the glue that 
brought it all together. The colour scheme and 
the fl ow from room to room makes the house 
sit comfortable in its environment”.
THE BUILDING DESIGNERS

Derek and James Collins, Collins W Collins 
Pty Ltd award-winning building designers.

Collins W Collins specialise in custom designs 

with a guiding philosophy 
in ‘individual designs for 
individual people’. Our 
designs centre on meeting 
our clients’ individual needs 
and lifestyle, whilst utilising 
a site’s characteristics to its best 
advantage.
THE BRIEF

• Private and relaxing house.
• Make the most of the south eastern 

views overlooking the Hastings River and the 
Port Macquarie skyline.

• All year round entertaining with indoor / 
outdoor fl ow of spaces.

• Designed to be refl ective of the owner’s 
profession and lifestyle.

The client came 
to Collins W Collins 
with the idea 
that he wanted a 

home designed for 
entertaining, and one that 

would allow for extended 
family and friends to stay (whilst 

maintaining his own private space!).
THE DESIGN

• The home is visually interesting and well-
proportioned, and uses strong, bold lines to 
accentuate the skillion roofl ine and integrates 
varying external materials and fi nishes.

• The use of natural stone on the entrance 
area and balcony areas is refl ective of the 
owner’s work.

• The generous open plan living areas 
are perfect for entertaining with covered 
balconies to the north and south. The use 
of large stacker-sliding door units visually 
connects the indoor and outdoor living areas 
whilst maximising natural light and ventilation 
throughout the home.

• The design and placement of the living 
areas creates an atmosphere that is ideal for a 
coastal lifestyle, incorporating indoor/outdoor 
spaces.

• The large rear balcony has been designed 
for entertaining and features an in-built wood 
fi replace, outdoor kitchen/BBQ, a mobile bar 
and television. The area is covered and well 
protected from the elements creating an all 
year round spot perfect for entertaining.

focusabode.

H O M E S

“Our designs 
centre on meeting 

our clients’ individual 

needs and lifestyle, 

whilst utilising a site’s 

characteristics to its best 

advantage.”
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• The master bedroom is pure luxury with 
a spacious en-suite and walk-in-robe and 
a retreat that opens on to a covered deck 
overlooking the Hastings River and Port 
Macquarie skyline. 

• The guest bedrooms each have their own 
en-suite with two of the rooms having access 
to views of the Hastings River.

• The home has C-bus wiring throughout 
enabling security monitoring and access to the 
property from across the country.
COMMENTS FROM THE BUILDING 
DESIGNER

“It has been an absolute pleasure designing 
this home on the Hastings river,” says James 
Collins. “The owner is such a down to earth 
guy, who is open to ideas. He wanted to 
bring a little of what he does for a living 

into the design and I am confi dent that 
he is really happy with the end result we 
achieved.”comments Derek Collins.

“Working alongside two professionals such 
as Michelle from Designing Divas and Brandon 
from Brandon Calder Homes, we knew that 
this home would be spectacular and built to 
the highest standard. We are really proud that 
Collins W Collins could deliver on the owner’s 
dream home.”
THE INTERIOR DESIGNER

Michelle Burton -  award winning designer, 
Designing Divas  

All rooms - all areas - all designed with style - 
for your lifestyle. 
THE BRIEF

In short the client wanted this superbly 
designed building to be a  ‘home’ refl ective of 

his likes and to be 
in harmony with 
the surroundings. 
During our meetings 
he emphasised that 
the building shouldn’t 
be a series of different 
functional areas but an overall 
space that fl owed from one area to 
another; with a relaxed feel. 
COMMENTS FROM THE INTERIOR 
DESIGNER

Award winning interior designer Michelle 
Burton of Designing Divas said “I had worked 
with Brandon Calder Homes and Collins W 
Collins on previous projects and when the 
owner appointed Designing Divas I was thrilled. 
Having a client who was able to articulate 

his ideas and give me the 
freedom to make color and 
material selection and some 

say in the space planning 
to ensure the entire space 

harmonised was a great project. 
And quite a challenge. 

I knew that any individual customisation 
required during the interior design process 
would be accommodated by Derek or James 
Collins who would be able to modify the 
building design and then liaise  with Brandon 
Calder Homes, so no sacrifi ces would have to 
be made in regard to quality of build.  I am 
proud to have worked on this great home 
in such a great location.  The client tells me 
it works really well and he is happy to call it 
home.”

“Working alongside 

two professionals 

such as Michelle from 

Designing Divas and 

Brandon from Brandon 

Calder Homes, I knew 

that this home would be 

spectacular and built to 

the highest standard.”

focusabode.
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hether the company is building large 
architectural designed family homes, 
residential developments or com-
mercial projects – the same attention 

to a quality fi nish and high level of detail on every 
building project is the hallmark of a Brandon Calder 
home. Brandon Calder is a highly respected master 
builder with amazing organisational skills. He is locally 
known as “quick quality Calder”. He and his team 
are renowned for building quickly without sacrifi cing 
quality.
Custom builders

Clients are often astounded that the Brandon 
Calder Homes building process is so quick at such a 
high quality. Brandon Calder has a simple philosophy 
when it comes to custom building. “Take the time to 
really understand what the client wants and expects, 
be detailed in the quoting process, then only employ 
the best trades and contractors available. Look after 
your team and you can be confi dent they will look 
after all the small detail – which, in the end, produc-
es quality building. Working with talented building 
designers like James and Derek from Collins W Collins 
means the quoting process is so much simpler as the 
plans arrive with great detail and clear specifi cations.”

Client is number one
“It’s very important to get to know each new client’s 

lifestyle to ensure that the home they have in mind 
is actually going to meet their requirements.” says 
master builder, Brandon Calder. “There are many life-
style options to take into consideration, that’s why we 
(and Collins W Collins) recommend utilising the skills 
of our interior designer, Michelle Burton of Designing 
Divas, in the fi nal design process to add the fi nishing 
touches to the plans. Then, when we review the fi nal 
building plans with the client with all fi xtures, colours 
and fi nishes selected we are certain that the end result 
is exactly what the client had in mind. The process 
also takes into account lighting, furniture planning, 
storage needs and any other aspects to make a home 
truly customised to the client’s style of living.”

focusabode.
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B R A N D O N  C A L D E R  H O M E S  I S  T H E  P R E M I E R  N A T I O N A L 
AWA R D - W I N N I N G  C U S T O M  B U I L D I N G  C O N S T R U C T I O N 

F I R M  I N  T H E  P O R T  M A C Q U A R I E  /  H A S T I N G S  A R E A .

TALK TO THE BUILDER
Brandon Calder 0402 348 288
Offi ce (by appointment): 
41 Harbourside, Port Macquarie , 2444

Tel 6583 4637

info@brandoncalderhomes.com.au 

www.brandoncalderhomes.com.au


